




All praise is due to Allah. May blessings and peace be upon Allah’s 
Messenger, and upon his family and companions and those who follow 
him. As for what follows: 


Indeed, Allah % said, “This day I have perfected for you your religion and 
completed My favor upon you and have approved for you Islam as religion” 


(Al-Maidah 3), and Allah’s Messenger §§| said, “Whosoever innovates in this af¬ 
fair of ours that which is not from it then it is ‘radd’” (Reported by al-Bukhari 


and Muslim), and ‘radd’ means rejected. 

And from that which the people have innovated in the religion of Allah in 
recent times is worship that they have invented and become accustomed to 
performing when it reaches the middle of Sha’ban, such as their specifying a 
night in the middle of Sha’ban (the 13th night) for qiyam (night prayers), or 
specifying its day for fasting, or reading a particular surah on that day, or the 
prayer which they call “Salat ar-Raghaib,” and another which they call “as-Salat 
al-Alfiyyah,” and another which they call “Salat Baraah”, or lighting candles 
and handing out sweets.... And other than that from what is known today. 

And Allah has not sent down any authority for any of these matters! And 
there is no source for this except fabricated or very weak ahadith, and what 
shall follow are some statements of the people of knowledge on the issue: 


Al-Qurtubi said, “There is no Hadith for them to depend on regarding the 
night of the middle of Sha’ban, neither concerning its merits, nor concern¬ 



ing the abrogation of appointed times of death within it” (Al-Jami’ 
li-Ahkam al-Quran). 

•Imam Abu Bakr al-Tartushi al-Marghribi said, “Ibn Waddah narrated that 
Zayd Ibn Aslam said, ‘We did not know of any one of our shuyukh nor our 
scholars of jurisprudence paying any attention to the night of the middle of 
Sha’ban, neither did they pay any attention to the hadith of Makhul, nor do 
they see it as a virtue over any other night’” (al-Hawadith wal-Bida’ lit-Tar- 
tushi). 

• Ibnul-Qayyim said, “And from among the fabricated ahadith are the ahad¬ 
ith of the prayer of the middle of Sha’ban” (al-Manar al-Munif fis-Sahih wad- 

Da’if). 

• Al-Hafidh Ibn Dihyah said, “The scholars of ta’dil and tajrih (a science con¬ 
cerned with analyzing hadith narrators) have said that there is no authentic 
hadith among the ahadith of the middle of Sha’ban. Therefore, be on guard, 
O slaves of Allah, against any fabricator who narrates to you a hadith, putting 
it forth at an exhibition of good, for a good deed must be established by the 
Messenger !§?• So if it is proven to be a lie it is not permitted, and the one who 
practices it is a servant of the Shaytan due to him practicing something which 
Allah’s Messenger ill’ did not do and for which Allah has not sent down any 
authority” (al-Ba’ith ‘Ala Inkar al-Bida’ wal-Hawadith li-Abi Shamah al-Ma- 
qdisi). 

Imam ash-Shawkani said, “Al-Majd said in al-Mukhtasar, ‘The hadith of 









night prayers in the middle of Sha’ban are false,’ and others of the 


imams of hadith have said likewise” (Tuhfat al-Dhakirin). 

An-Nawawi said, “These two prayers — meaning Salat ar-Raghaib and the 
prayer of the middle of Sha ban — are two blameworthy, repudiated, and abom¬ 
inable heresies” (Al-Majmu’). 


After these transmitted narrations from the people regarded for their knowl¬ 
edge, it becomes clear to you, my Muslim brother, that there is no validity for 
any specific worship on that day or in that night (the middle of Sha’ban). 

However, there continues to remain the virtue mentioned about the month 
of Sha ban in general, and what’s been established of the concern taken by the 


Prophet fH to fast in this noble month. The Mother of the Believers, Aishah 


§&, narrated, saying, “The Prophet f§| would not fast in any month more than 



he would in Sha’ban” (Reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim), and Usamah Ibn 

narrated, saying, “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I haven’t seen you 


fast in any of the months as much as you fast in Sha’ban.’ So he §f|, ‘That is the 
month which people are heedless of, between Rajab and Ramadan, and it is a 
month in which the deeds ascend to the Lord of the Creation, so I love that 
my deeds ascend while I am fasting’” (A hasan hadith, reported by an-Nasai). 

O Allah, make us from among those who follow and not from among those 
who introduce heresies. 
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